
www.kansasc i ty .com l04 l l2 l20 l3  |  Baker  Fes t iva l  S ingers  capture  t . . . http://www.kansascity.coml20l3l04ll2lv-print l4178433lbaker-festiv...

Back to web version

IyeIky.APt-l9."3-ol?

Posted on Fr i ,  Apr .  12,2013

Kansas$i

BakerFestival Singes €pfurethe human spiritin furcefu|
requrem
B y  J O H N  H E U E R T Z
Special  to The Star

The Wil l iam Baker Fest ival  Singers performed one of  the greatest  of  a l l  requiem Masses on Thursday evening
in Kauffman Center 's Helzberg Hal l .

The program opened with Egi l  Hovland's glowing, sof thearted "Stay With Us,"  sung in ant iphon from ei ther
s ide  o f  the  ha l l ' s  upper  leve l .

Guest organist  Herbert  Buff ington improvised an interest ing solo organ fantasy based on the 9th century
hymn "Veni ,  Creator Spir i tus" -  a tour de force that took fu l l  advantage of  Western sacred music 's power to
re invent  i t se l f  aga in  and aga in .

Maurice Duruf le 's Gregor ian chant-based requiem, the evening's centerpiece, premiered in 1947 af ter  s ix
years of  gestat ion.  l t 's  a t r ibute to the human spir i t  that  such calm, ennobl ing and beaut i fu l ly  wr i t ten music
was produced when the worst  carnage in European history to date was taking place al l  around i t .

I t 's  hard to know where to start  prais ing the chorus's performance with Buff ington, two vocal  soloists,  and 10
members of  the Kansas City Symphony.

The introi t  opened with melodious viola,  cel lo and organ scor ing.  Cel l is t  Lawrence Figg deserves special
ment ion here.  The kyr ie was smooth and f lowing, and the chorus handled the great crescendo in the sanctus
beaut i fu l l y

Mezzo-soprano Kr istee Haney showed great tonal  control  in the pie Jesu, especial ly at  the end, and bar i tone
Joshua Lawlor sang his very br ief  solo wi th author i ty and feel ing.

What  came across  Thursday  n igh t  above a l l  was  the  grea t  warmth  in  th is  chorus 's  s ing ing .  l t ' s  a lmost  l i ke
hear ing  a  fami ly .

I t  was  an  ecumenica l  even ing  Perhaps  the  f i rs t  ha l f ' s  Gregor ian  mot i fs  were  more  fami l ia r  to  Catho l i cs  in  the
aud ience,  and the  hymns compr is ing  the  res t  o f  the  program more  fami l ia r  to  non-Catho l i cs .

Among the  hymn tunes ,  Minnesota  composer  Char les  Forsberg 's  joyous ,  a lmost  g lee fu l  "The Exa l ta t ion  o f
Chr is t "  car r ied  fo rward  the  chorus 's  emot iona l  engagement  a f te r  the  in te rmiss ion .

Chr is t ine  Freeman,  assoc ia te  mus ic  d i rec to r ,  ab ly  led  an  in t r i ca te ,  a lmost  p lay fu l  se t t ing  o f  Mar t in  R inkar t ' s
"Nun danket  a l le  Got t "  by  Johann Pache lbe l .

Ado lphus  Ha i ls to rk 's  " l  Wi l l  L i f t  up  Mine  Eyes"  gave Baker  room to  dep loy  h is  cons iderab le  exper t i se  w i th
sp i r t tua ls  and the i r  ch i ld ren ,  and Byron Smi th 's  "He ' l l  Make a  Way"  was the  most  en joyab le  s top- t ime boog ie-
woogie sacred music th is reviewer has ever hearc.

The concer t  honored the  memory  o f  loca l  chora l  f igure  Kenneth  Babcock ,  who d ied  sudden ly  in  January

"Chora l  mus ic  has  no t  had a  be t te r  f r iend  in  Kansas  C i tv "  than Babcock ,  Baker  sa id .

l o f l

O 201 3 Kansas Ci ty Star  and wire serv ice sources.  Al l  Rights Reserved.  ht tp. / /www kansasci tv com

411612013  2 :21  PM


